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Tasmanian Eucalypts

Eucalypts dominate the forested landscape in Tasmania. The 3.3 million hectares (47%)
of the island which has forest cover includes 1.6 million hectares of dry eucalypt forest,
0.9 million hectares of wet eucalypt forest and 0.6 million hectares of rainforest. Thus,
eucalypt-dominated vegetation comprises 80% of the forested area and 40% of the total
land area of the State.

Twenty-nine species of eucalypts occur naturally in Tasmania and several more,
including the commercially important Eucalyptus nitens, have been introduced for
timber production, shelterbelts and ornamental plantings. The number of Tasmanian
species represents only about 5% of the total eucalypt flora but includes some
remarkable species.

The world's tallest flowering plant, E. regnans, occurs in several parts of the State and
has high conservation and commercial significance. Tasmanian blue gum, E. globulus,
is another commercially important species which has been widely planted in Tasmania,
interstate and overseas because of its rapid growth and suitability for a range of forest
products, particularly pulpwood. In contrast to these tall forest species, E. vernicosa is
one of the smallest eucalypts, reaching only about four metres in height and maturing
at less than 30 cm. This species and the giant E. regnans, over 90 m tall, can be found
just a few kilometres apart.

Tasmania also has several species which have some of the most localised distributions
of all the eucalypts. For example, the endemic E. morrisbyi is represented by a few small
patches of forest in the south-east. Eucalyptus risdonii is another very localised endemic
found mainly on the eastern hills of the Derwent River around Hobart.

This volume of Tasforests is entirely devoted to Tasmanian eucalypts. It contains articles
on the history of collections, the fossil record of Eucalyptus, a field key to all Tasmanian
eucalypts, and a comprehensive account of the distribution of the eucalypt flora which
also includes an extensive bibliography.
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